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Null, n.f Something of no power, or no meaning. Marks 
in ciphered writing which ftand for nothing, and arc inferted 
only to puzzle, are called nulls. 

If part of the people be fomewhat in the election, you 
cannot make them nulls or ciphers in the privation or tran- 
flation. Bacon's War with Spain. 

Nullibi'ety. n.f. [from nullibi, Latin.] The ftate of being 
nowhere. 

ToNu'llify. v. a. [from nullus, Latin.] To annul; to 
make void. 

Nu'llity. n.f. [ nullite , French.] 

1. Want of force or efficacy. 

It can be no part of my bufinefs to overthrow this diftinc- 
tion, and to fhew the nullity of it; which has been folidly 
done by mod of our polemick writers. South’s Sermons. 

The jurifdidtion is opened by the party, in default of juf- 
tice from the ordinary, as by appeals or nullities. Ayliffe. 

2. Want of exiftence. 

A hard body ftruck againft another hard body, will yield 
an exteriour found, in fo much as if the percuffion be over 
foft, it may induce a nullity of found ; but never an interiour 
found. Bacon's Nat. Hijl. 

NUMB. adj. [benumen, benumbed , Saxon.] 

1. Torpid ; deprived in a great meafure of the power of mo¬ 
tion and fenfation; chill ; motionlefs. 

Like a ftony ftatue, cold and numb. Shakefpeare. 

Leaning long upon any part maketh it numb and afleep ; 
for that the compreflion of the part fuffereth not the fpirits 
to have free accefs; and therefore when we come out of it, 
we feel a flinging or pricking, which is the re-entrance of 
the fpirits. Bacon’s Nat. Hijl. 

2. Producing chillnefs ; benumbing, 

vVhen we both lay in the field, 

Frozen almofl to death, how he did lap me 
Ev’n in his garments, and did give himfelf 
All thin and naked to the numb cold night. Shake/. 

To Numb. v. a. To make torpid ; to make dull of motion 
or fenfation; to deaden ; to flupify. 

Bedlam beggars, with roaring voices 
Strike in their numb’d and mortify’d bare arms. 

Pins, wooden pricks, nails, fprigs of rofemary ; 

And with this horrible object, from low farms, 

Inforcc the;r charity. Shake/. K. Lear. 

She can unlock 

The clafping charm, and thaw the numbing fpell. Milt. 

Plough naked, fwain, and naked fow the land, 

For lazy winter numbs the lab’ring hand. Dryden. 

Nought fhall avail 

The pleafing fong, or well repeated tale. 

When the quick fpirits their warm march forbear. 

And numbing coldnefs has unbrac’d the ear. Prior. 

The fool numbs me like the torpor. Bolingb. to Swift. 

Nu'mbedness. n.f [from nugnbed.] Torpor; interruption of 
fenfation. 

If the nerve be quite divided, the pain is little, only a 
kind of flupor or numbedne/s. JVi/eman’s Surgery. 

To NU'MBER. v. a. [ nombrer , French ; numero , Latin.] 

1. To count; to tell; to reckon how many. 

If a man can number the dull of the earth* then fhall thy 
feed alfo be numbered. Gen. xiii. 16. 

Number them by their armies. Numbers i. 3. 

1 will number you to the fword. ^ 1 / bcv. 12. 

The gold, theveft, the tripods number'd o’er. 

All thefehe found. Pope's OdyJJey, b. 13. 

2 . To reckon as one of the fame kind. 

He was numbered with the tranfgrefTors, and bare the fin 
of many. . V' l2 ' 

Nu'mber. n.f [nornbre , French; numerus , Latin.] 

1. The fpccies of quantity by which it is computed how many. 

Hye thee, from this fiaughter-houfe, . 

Left thou increafe the number of the dead. Sba. Rich. III. 
The filver, the gold, and the veffels, were weighed by 
number and by weight. E */a vm. 34. 

Thou fhalt take a few in number, and bind them in thy 

fkirts. Ezek : v - 3 - 

There is but one gate for ftrangers to enter at, that it may 
be known what numbers of them are in the town. Addtjon. 

2. Any particular aggregate of units, as even or odd. 

This is the third time ; I hope good luck lies in odd num¬ 
bers: they fay there is divinity in odd numbers cither in na¬ 
tivity, chance, or death. Shake/p. M.W. of Win . 

•2. Many ; more than one. 

Much of that we arc to fpeak may feem to a number per- 
• haps tedious, perhaps obfeure, dark, and intricate. Hoo..er, 
Water lilly hath a root in the ground ; and fo have z num¬ 
ber of other herb^ that grow in ponds. Bacon. 

Ladies arc always «t great tile to the party they efp°“ le > 
and never fail to win over numbers. Addtjon. 

a. Multitude that may be counted. ... 

Cf him came nations and tribes out of number. 2 BJd. 111. 7. 
Loud as from numbers without number. Milton. 

< Comparative multitude. . , . 

5 Number itlelf importeth not much in armies, where tbe 
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people arc of weak courage : for, as Virgil fa VS :» 
troubles a wolf how many the fheep be. ’ P eVtf 

6. Aggregated multitude. 

If you will, fome few of you fhall fee the place • an I 1. 
you may fend for your lick, and the reft of vnur “ . 
which ye will bring on land. Bacon's N aoN.' 

7. Harmony ; proportions calculated by number. * ’ 

They, as they move 

Their ftarry dance in numbers that compute 
Days, months, and fears, tow’rds his all-chearinp- l,» 
Turn fwift. = 

8. Verfes; poetry. 

Should the mufes bid my numbers roll 
Strong as their charms. „ 

9. [In grammar.] 

In the noun is the variation or change of terminatio 
fignify a number more than one. When men firll invent!!! 
names, their application was to fingle things; but foon fi / 
ing it ncccflary to fpeak of fevcral things"of the fameki d 
together, they found it likewife necdlary to vary or alter tl! 
noun - , . . Clark’s Lat. Grammar. 

How many numbers is in nouns r — 

/ — Two. Shakefp. Merry W. of Windfr 

Nu'mberer. n.f. [from number .] He who numbers. J 
Nu'mberless. adj. [{torn number.] Innumerable; more than 
can be reckoned. 

I forgive all; 

There cannot be thofe numberlefs offences 
’Gainft me. Sbakefp m , 

About his chariot numberlefs were pour’d 
Cherub and feraph. Milton's Paradije Ltll. 

Defcrts fo great. 

Though numberlefs , I never fhall forget- Denham. 

The foul converles with numberlefs beings of her own cita¬ 
tion. Addifon's Spectator, NV. 4.88. 

He travels then a hundred leagues. 

And fuffers numberlefs fatigues. Swift's Alifull. 

Nu'mbles. n.f [ mombles , Fr.] The entrails of a deer. Bmltj. 
Nu'mbness. n.f. [from numb.] Torpor; interruption of ac¬ 
tion or fenfation; deadnefs; ftupefaction. 

Stir, nay, come away; 

Bequeath to death your numbnefs ; for from him 
Dear life redeems you. Shakef. Winter's Toil. 

’Till length of years 
And fedentary numbnefs craze my limbs 
To a contemptible old age obfeure. Milt. Jgsti. 

Cold numbnefs ftrait bereaves 
Her corps of fenfe, and th air her ibul receives. Denham. 
Silence is worfc than the fierceft and loudeft acculatioiu; 
fince it may proceed from a kind of numbnefs or llupidity of 
conference, and an abfolute dominion obtained by fin over 
the foul, fo that it fhall not fo much as dare to complain, or 
make a ftir. South's Striry.ni. 

Nu'merable. adj. [numcrabilis , Latin.] Capable to be num¬ 
bered. 

Nu'mERAL. adj. [ numeral , Fr. from numerus , Latin.] Relating 
to number ; confifting of number. 

Some who cannot retain the feveral combinations of num¬ 
bers in their diftinct orders, and the dependance oi fo long 
a train of numeral progreflions, are not able all their life time 
regularly to go over any moderate feries of numbers. Led/. 
Nu'merally. atlv. [from numeral.] According to number. 
The blafts and undulary breaths thereof, maintain no cer¬ 
tainty in their courfe; nor are they numerally fear’d by na¬ 
vigators. Brown's Vulgar Err ours, b. vu. 

Nu'merary. adj. [numerus , Lat.] Any thing belonging to a 

certain number. , , , 

A fupernumerary canon, when he obtains a prebend, 
comes a numerary canon. Ayliffe s Paragon- 

Numeration, n. f. [numeration, Fr. numeratio , Latm.J 

1. The arf of numbering. , 

Numeration is but ftill the adding of one unite more, ^ 
giving to the whole a new name or fign, whereby to ^ 
it from thofe before and after. 

2. Number contained. m , vo b- 

In the legs or organs of progreffion in animals, we ma> 
ferve an equality of length, and parity of numeration. 

-2 The rule of arithmetick which teaches the notation 0 
bers, and method of reading numbers regularly notea. 
NUMERATOR, n.f. [Latin.] 

2 . [N^iMm^r.) That number which ferves as the common 

meafure to others. . 

Numerical, adj. [from numerus, Latin.J 

1. Numeral; denoting number; pertaining to numbem. 

The num.rkd cl.lraS™ arc helps to 
cord and retain the feveral ideas about which ^ ^ 

tion is made; . L„ r 

2. The fame not only in kind or fpecies, but nu »» , v in 

Contemplate upon his aftomffiing 
the reiurrection and reparation of the fame ^ 

by a re-union of all the fcattered parts. j^ oME ' R icAU- ,fi 

7 



samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Language 


N U P 

Ncm:‘REALLY, ado. [ from numerical. ] Refpecling fame- 

"'’i muiMhink it improbable, that the fulphur of antimony 
w ,u'd be but numerically different from the dialled butter or 

oilofrofes. ■ _ , Eo / e - 

Nu'mBRIst. n.f [from numerus, Latin.] One that deals in 

numbers. , ..... 

We cannot aflign a relpciftivc fatality unto each which is 
concordant unto the doctrine of the numerijis. Brown. 

NumeRo'sxty. n.f [from numerofus, Latin.] 

1. Number; tire ftate of being numerous. 

Of aflertion if numerofity of afferters were a fufficient de- 
monftration, we might lit down herein as an unqueftion- 
able truth. Brown's V. Errours . 

2 . Harmony; numerous flow. 

Numerous, adj. [ numerofus , Latin.] 

1 Containing many ; confifting of many; not few ; many. 
Queen Elizabeth was not 16 much oblerved for having a 
numerous, as a wife council. Bacon. 

We reach our foes. 

Who now appear 16 numerous and bold. Waller. 

2. Harmonious; confifting of parts rightly numbered; melo¬ 
dious ; mufical. 

Thy heart, no ruder than the rugged ftonc, 

I might, like Orpheus, with my num’rous moan 
Mek to compallion. Waller. 

His verfes arc lo numerous, fo various, and fo harmonious, 
that only V irgil, whom he profcffedly imitated, has /urpalled 
him. Dryden. 

Nu'meROUSNESS. n.f [from numerous.] 

1. l ire quality of being numerous. 

2. Harmony; muficalnefs. 

That which will diftinguifti his ftyle is, the numeroufnefs 
of his verfe. There is nothing fo delicately turned in all the 
Roman language. Dryden. 

Nu'mmasy. adj. [from nummus, Latin.] Relating to money. 

The money drachma in procefs of time decreaTcd ; but all 
the while the pondcral drachma continued the fame, juft as 
our pondcral libra remains as it was, though the nummary 
. I'-' 1 - 1 ' much dccreafed. Arbuthnot on Coins. 

Nu mmular, adj. [nummularius, Latin.] Relating to money. 

Nu'mskull. n.f [Probably from numb, dull, torpid, infen 
hole, and Jkull. ] 

x. A dullard ; a dunce; a dolt; a blockhead. 

Or toes and fingers, in this cafe, 

, Df Numfkulls fell' fhould take the place. Prior 

2. The head. In buricfquc. 

They have talked like numfkuils. yf rL md p of)f 

Nu MSKULLED. adj [from numjkusl.] Dull; ftupid ; doltift.' 
Hoc..s has laved that clod-pated, numfkulled, ninnyham- 
mcr of youi-s from ruin, and all his family. j n u // 

feed J ? rt man f C i iCatt : d l ° thc ,evcrcr du *i« of re- 
Vff ’ ! dcd f n a clo,fter kom the world, and debarred 

b) a vow trom che converie of men. 

My daughters 

TK Tf n? *""» n ? £ wee P' n S queens. Shake'S 
1 he moil blooming toaft in the ifland might have becn^a 

P „ , , Addifon's Freeholder, N\ 4. 

, , hv ry Ihcpherd was undone, 

To fee her cioifter’d like a nun. Swift' lt/rr n 

Nun. f. A kind of bird. '*j. ' 

^ nuncio. TlJ:il; / ^ Lati "0 The f 

M : Nci(). n.f. [Italian, from nuncio, Latin 1 
1. A meffenger; one that brings tidings 
Site mil attend it better in thy youth 
1 nan in a nuncio of more grave afnett. ql 1 r . 

I l' c y honoured the nuncios of the fnrimr 1 *" ai:e fP eare • 
Rhodians had a folemn C o^ hnd D thc 

2- A kit,J of tpiritua] envoy L, r " a ' W ' 

11.is man was honouied with rh^* /'lx-, 
to the Venetians. character of nuncio 

sate f liiira “ 

baily pronounced. ^ mnly declaratory; Ver _ 

NuT-n 1NARY ' \ ff0m KUndin *> Lat-] Be- 

nndera vow of''diaffit^idi^ted^to t °h "c™ 5 ° f 
religion. y> eaicated to *e fev crcr duties q{ 

to fi!» Ut ^ f ' ur ^^ < -' r into a nutmery, with a ftriA 

^ you, for frar you fhould 1,11 , comn ^ n d not 

NIVpVt 3 ^ the Labit. J ^ have w >ought upon her to 

^U PriAL. adj. [nuptial , French • nZ?^*r fmrJhFriar - 
-^*0 marriage; conftituting m^fe^ 

Confirm that amity 
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With nuptial knot, if thou vouchfafe to grant 
Bona to England’s king. Shakefp. 

Becaufe propagation of families proceedeth from the nup- 
/»W copulation, I defired to know of him what laws and cuf- 
toms they had concerning marriage. Bacon. 

Then all in heat 

They light the nuptial torch. Mtlton’s Paradife Lojl. 

Whoever will partake of God’s fecrets, mufr firft pare oft 
whatfoever is amil's, and not eat of this lacrifice with a de¬ 
filed head, nor come to this fcaft without a nuptial garment. 

Taylor. 

Fir’d with her love, and with ambition led, 

Thc neighb’ring princes court her nuptial bed. Dryden. 

Let our eternal peace be feal’d by this. 

With the firft ardour of a nuptial kils. Dryd. Aitreng%ebe. 
Nuptials, n.f. like the Latin without fingular. \nuptiee, Lat.] 
Marriage. 

This is thc triumph of the nuptial day. 

My better nuptials, which in fpite of fate. 

For ever join me to my dear Morat. Dryd. Aurcngz. 

2 . It is in Shakefpeare fingular, but contrarily to ule. 

Lift up your countenance, as ’twere the day 
Of celebration of that nuptial, which 
We two have fworn fhall come. Shake/. W. Tale. 

NURSE, n.f. [nourrice, French.] 

1. A woman that has the care of another’s child. 

Unnatural curiofity has taught all women, but the beggar, 
to find out nurfes, which necelfity only ought to commend. 

Raleigh’s Hijlory of the World. 

2. A woman that has care of a fick perfoxi. 

Never mafter had, 

A page fo kind, fo duteous, diligent. 

So feat, fo nwrft- like. Shakefp. Cymbeline. 

One Mrs. Quickly, which is in thc manner of his nurfe, 
or his Ary nurfe or his cook. Shake/. M. W. of Wind. 

3. One who breeds, educates, or protedls. 

Rome, the nurfe of judgment. 

Invited by your noble felf, hath fent 
One general tongue unto us. Shake/ Henry VIII. 

We muft lofe 

The country, our dear nurfe, or clfc thy perfon. 

Our comfort in the country. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

An old woman in contempt. 

Can tales more fenfclefs, ludicrous, and vain. 

By winter-fires old nurfes entertain ? Bladmere 

5. The ftate of being nurfed. 

Can wedlock know fo great a curfe. 

As putting hufbands put to nurfe ? Cleavelancl 

6. In compolition, any thing that I'upplies food. 

Ken 10 noVareTs^ 

1 • To bring up a child not one’s own. 

Sr"“ fe0fth<:H " ,reW ■"»' fc-ay 

2. To bring up any thing young. E *’ 7 * 

*&■*. 7. 

3 . rX7; f t$?i*2&°*** 

Thy daughters ffiall be nurfed at thy fide. ]f Jx . 

1 he Nifeans in their dark abode, 4 ’ 

4. To Z'J mUk ,hriv ‘ n « G “ 1 ' ajjlfin. 

5 ' T L p rs “ r zzi 

“nte rurfe, how can it c«r ceafe > ° f r outh > w *> ich if 
Hy what fate has vice fo « Davies. 

hand. b«„ nurd i„ !0 (o u „co„£u"lf i" 1 "' 

nS,”,h m,> T dK u Wcre aaUtowledgcd 

Nu-rser. 4 mrfmg fathm mnbarn. 

X. One that nurlcs. 

See where he lies, inherfed in the arm« 

on rhou * ht "> 

" sh* h „; s f £r bj ' a °[ ‘ K - L,ar - 

To vifit hotv ,h ha „To£r ,r UT a,, ‘ l «<>»■•>. 

Her nurfery 2 a ht ’ bud and bloom 
And touch’d bv Zr f. C0 J m,n g 'prung, 

3 - A plantation of young tJees^o bcT § rew ’ Milton. 

Your nurfery of frocks oi.oK, , a,l plantcd to other ground 

s.*—S 
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